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CORONAVIRUS — SCHOOLS 
Statement by Minister for Education and Training 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Minister for Education and Training) [2.08 pm]: I rise today to 
update the house on COVID-19 and the response from the education sector. To date, there are no confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in WA schools. This is an evolving situation and what is current advice today may change in the 
days and weeks ahead. WA schools are following a national approach. The Australian government has announced 
that all organised, non-essential mass gatherings attended by more than 500 people must now be cancelled, effective 
from Monday, 16 March 2020. The announcement was very clear that this does not apply to schools and that there 
is no need for school closures at this point. 
As of yesterday, 16 March, it is expected that principals from all schools will cancel or postpone all organised, 
non-essential gatherings of more than 500 people until further notice—for example, school balls, assemblies, 
concerts and the like. This includes swimming and sports carnivals, interschool carnivals, performances, concerts, 
exhibitions, fetes and fairs. Schools with more than 500 students are sensibly taking extra precautions. All 
international school excursions are banned and, as with all Australian travellers, students and staff who return from 
international travel must self-isolate for 14 days. Sensible social distancing measures will be put in place at schools. 
Individual decisions about events with fewer than 500 people will be made at a local level by principals, on 
a principle of caution in regard to static gatherings. These decisions have been made with the best interests of staff 
and students in mind. 
All Chief Health Officers from around Australia agree that there is no need to close schools as a pre-emptive measure 
at this point. The advice is that pre-emptive school closures are not likely to be proportionate or effective as a public 
health intervention to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this time. The potential reduction in 
community transmission from pre-emptive school closures may be offset by the care arrangements that are in place 
for children who are not at school. There is also risk associated with children requiring care from vulnerable 
grandparents or continuing to associate, and transmit infection, outside of school settings. School closures may still 
be considered later in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates. 
If there is a confirmed case in a school, the Chief Health Officer will provide advice on a temporary school closure 
while an assessment and tracing of exposure is conducted. A thorough clean would be carried out to make the school 
safe for the return of students and staff. Schools have been advised that this may occur and are doing preparatory 
planning to enact a temporary closure if necessary. 
The continuity of student learning is important, and we are making the necessary plans to help this continue in the 
event of school closures. Many schools already use the internet for teaching and learning activities and we will use 
this capability to continue to deliver the curriculum. All school sectors are working together to provide this support, 
which will include additional delivery of online and print material through the School of Isolated and Distance 
Education, extra technical support for teachers to deliver online, and expanded access to online teaching resources. 
The Department of Education will continue to seek the advice of the Chief Health Officer to ensure schools have 
the latest information to keep students and staff safe. Schools are receiving updates from the Department of 
Education three times a week with the most current information, or more often if required, and a support team is 
in place to assist principals. I want to thank staff in schools for continuing to ensure the best learning outcomes for 
all students in a professional and calm manner in the face of what remains an evolving situation. 
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